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INTRODUCTION
My name is Hanneke de Leeuw, designer, based in Breda 
(NL), 

After having worked for15 years as a lawyer in Brussels, 
I decided to go back to school and study interior design at 
LUCA Arts in Brussels. Quite a change, but a well chosen one. 
In June 2013 I graduated cum laude.

After graduation I started ‘Fabrique Publique’, my own design 
studio.

Starting point for my designs are often social issues, such as 
pollution or womens’ rights. These themes are translated into 
designs, but often with a bit of humor. 

My designs vary from film, furniture to tableware, whatever 
suits best with the topic, material or shape.

My work is influenced by curiosity for shapes, materials and 
processes. 

HANNEKE DE LEEUW

Graduated from LUCA Arts Brussels, Interior Design in 2013
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PROJECTS
‘Food for thought’ is an installation that focuses on the impact 
of the production of food on our climate. 

Most agricultural processes involve large usage of water, pes-
ticides etc. that have a contaminating effect on our climate. 

But especially the production process of meat is polluting.  

According to the FAO (Food and Agriculture Organisation),‘the 
livestock sector is a major stressor on many ecosystems and 
on the planet as a whole. Globally it’s one of the largest sourc-
es of greenhouse gases and one of the leading causal factors 
in the loss of biodiversity’.

The installation consists of a set of cutlery made from 
ceramics with real animal feet. 

People tend to eat meat, not knowing what kind of animal was 
slaughtered for it, thinking it was produced in a factory. 

With the cutlery, I want to make people aware of what they are 
really eating.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Shown at Interieur Kortrijk 2016 and DDW17
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The installation further consists of a set of plates that show the 
impact of climate change. This makes sense, since everything 
we consume has a negative effect on our climate. 

One plate particularly focusses on the effect the 
melting of the ice caps has on North-Western Europe. 
This plate shows the Netherlands and after pouring soup into 
the plate, you’ll see that only smaal parts will remain of it once 
the sea level rises. 

Two other plates focus on drought and a fourth one shows the 
flooding of ivers that can cause huge landslides.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Shown at Interieur Kortrijk 2016 and DDW17
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‘Time machine’ is a 26,6 hour film, showing a woman wrapped 
in fabric, being slowly unwrapped. In order to avoid 
predictability, the movements take place at the pace of the 
Fibonacci sequence. 
The Fibonacci range is an irregular range of figures, devel-
oped by Fibonacci in 1202. Each number from the range rep-
resents the specific minute in the film when the woman is un-
wrapped with one turn.
With the sequence being irregular, it is difficult to predict what 
happens when and therewith tempts people to come back at 
another moment to find out what has happened.
As the numbers go up, the distance between them gets big-
ger, which means a lot of movement in the first hours, less and 
less as time passes. 

With the woman getting unwrapped, more and more fabric 
piles up on the other side. All of this represents the passing of 
time, hence the name ‘Time Machine’.

Besides the passing of time, it represents the idea of love 
between man/women and how their relation has changed over 
the years with the liberation of women.
This is of course culturally determined. In the Western part of 
the world, and particularly in Scandinavia, women have ac-
quired more and more freedom. Where men were leading in 
relationships with women in the past, the relations seem to 
have become more equal. 
This film shows the above-mentioned process of liberation of 
women, by giving her more freedom as the fabric slowly un-
wraps.

FILM TIME MACHINE

Shown at Design Helsinki and Cultuurnacht Breda
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Table Frisk is inspired by the shape of a hairpin. 
The way a hairpin keeps a girls hair together, the table’s feet 
keep the table as such together. 

Due to the fact that the feet fall into the tabletop, they are not a 
mere addition.

At the same time, the feet provide the table with a frisk and 
playful attitude. 

Not one side of the table is the same length and the table’s 
shape allows you to see and have contact with all the other 
people around the table. 

The feet are made out of bent steel, whilst the tabletop is 
made out of multiplex birch. 

TABLE FRISK

Shown at DDW17
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Scottie is a chair that is based on the principle of a hot water 
bottle, both simple and effective. 
Warmth therapy is one of the oldest health treatments and is 
very effective for low back aches. 

Initially, the chair was developed for people with reumatic 
problems, but the chair can be used by anyone who prefers to 
have her or his muscles warmed in winter.

In summer, it could also be used to cool down, when adding 
cold water to it. 

‘Scottie’ can warm both the back as well as the upper part of 
the legs.  One of the taps allows you to choose for the full 
option (back and upper part legs) or just the back.

By using the taps, when attached to the radiator, the chair fills 
with hot water and the tubes will warm up. 

The chair is made from hollow steel pipes, bent by hand, 
welded and powdercoated.

WARM ME UP SCOTTIE!

Shown at Masterly Milano 2016 and DDW15
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Shown at DDW17 and Meesterlijk 2017

Lamps ‘Blue, blue, blue’ is a series of lamps made of 
porcelain. 

They are the result of various experiments with blue pigments. 
The lamps are all different, due to the amount of pigment 
added and the way they have been treated afterwards. 

When they are lit, the light shines through, depending also on 
the amount of pigments in the clay.  



Mid 2017, Fabrique Publique started research into the possibility of re-
using broken and/or discarded ceramics as a valuable resource for new 
tableware. 

It is clear that we cannot go on producing the way we are producing 
today, or we will create mountains of waste, losing tonnes of valuable 
materials. This is also the case with ceramics. Once we break a plate, 
mug or cup, we throw it into the waste bin and it goes to the incinerator.

With ‘Remake ceramics’, Fabrique Publique would like to use the waste 
material and make it a valuable resource for new products. 

At Ventura Future, the first tests with recycled ceramics, used with dif-
ferent types of clay, were shown. It is applied to a new set of tableware 
called ‘Future history’. The presentation showed what recycled content 
means for tactility and outlook of the designs.

The tableware itself is based on simple geometrical shapes and aims to 
encourage people to share food. The different plates fit together, but can 
also be used separately both as plates and as serving trays.

This research project consists of different phases and this set of 
tableware is the first step. The plates presented at Ventura Future, 
already contain 10% of recycled material. The aim is to undertake 
further research to stretch the boundaries of how much recycled material 
can be added.

FUTURE HISTORY

Shown at Ventura Future 2018
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CURRICULUM VITAE
EDUCATION

September 10 – June 13 
Interior Design, cum laude 
Luca Arts School Brussels, Belgium

September 08 – June 09 
Interior Design 
Syntra Brussels, Belgium 

March 95 
Graduated from Law faculty at Erasmus 
University Rotterdam, The Netherlands
Specialisation: Internationaal and European Law

July 88 
High-school graduation
KSE Etten-Leur, The Netherlands

WORK EXPERIENCE

October 13 –  
Designer/owner Fabrique Publique°
Breda, The Netherlands

September 13- October 13 
Apprenticeship Studio Marije Vogelzang, 
Dordrecht, The Netherlands

September 12 – November 12 
Apprenticeship Koninklijk Museum voor de 
Schone Kunsten, Brussels, Belgium
 
September 98 – September 10 
Different positions as lawyer in European 
Legislation, Brussels, Belgium

ACHIEVEMENTS

Expositions: 
Ventura Future, Milano, 2018
Masterly, the Dutch in Milano 2016
Week van het Ontwerpen, Kortrijk 2016
Helsinki Design Week 2015
Dutch Design Week 2017, 2015 & 2014
Design September Brussels 2013

Awards:
Silver Award A’ Design Award & Competition
2e prize Collaboration-S 2015
3e prize Collaboration-S 2014

SKILLS

IT skills:
Indesign, Illustrator, Premiere elements, 
I-movie, Autocad, 3DS Max, Photoshop, 
Sketch-up, Word, Excel, Powerpoint

Languages:
Dutch   Mother tongue
English   fluent
French  Good
German Good


